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SECTION 1 -  INDEPENDENT AUDITORSô REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF BARNSLEY 
METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 
 

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with all appropriate accounting 
standards and regulatory frameworks. They are completed to highlight the Councilôs 

financial position as at 31 st  March 2021.  

 
They were placed with External Audit and on public inspection from the 28 th  July 2021. The 

Councilôs External Auditor Grant Thornton will present their annual report upon completion 
of the audit with any adjustments to the accounts identified being conside red by 

management and the accounts amended as required.  
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This narrative report aims to outline the Councilôs corporate performance for the 20 20 /2 1 

financial year , summarising  the key messages for the reader of these accounts.  
 

The report will cover:  
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Introduction & Contents  

 

Introducing Barnsley:  

Where is Barnsley?  

What is Barnsleyôs Profile? 

Interactive Maps of the Borough  

 

Introducing Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council:  

Who Are We  

Our Corporate Plan  

Key Performance Against Core Outcomes  

Our Values  

Our 2021 -24 Corporate Plan  

Our New Vision & Priorities  

Our New Corporate Outcomes  

 

Our 2020/21 Financial Performance:  

What The Council Spent in 2020/21 -  Day to Day Spending  

What The Council Spent in 2020/21 -  Capital Spend  

2020/21 Treasury Management Overview  

The Councilôs Summarised Balance Sheet 

Summary of the Councilôs Pension Liabilities as at 31st March 2021 

Key Projects  

 

The Council's Approach to Risk Management  

 

Future Spending Plans & Assessment of the Future Economic Climate  

 

The Impact of the Coronavirus (COVID -19) Pandemic  

 

Our 2020/21 Statement of Accounts:  

The Form of the Statement of Accounts  

Change of Accounting Policies in 2020/21  

Post Balance Sheet Events  

Introduction and Contents  
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Where is Barnsley?  
 

Barnsley  is a large town in South Yorkshire , located approximately halfway between 
Leeds and Sheffield. T he town centre lies on the west bank of the Dearne Valley. 

Barnsley  is surrounded by several smaller settlements which together form the 

Metropolitan Borough of Barnsley . The borough  is dissected by the M1 motorway.  
 

 
 
What is Barnsleyôs Profile? 

 
The full profile of the Borough can be found at the link below :  

 

THE 

BOROUGHôS 

PROFILE  

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our -council/research -data -and -

statistics/our -borough -profile/  

 

Significant  measures are shown below:  
 

 

Introducing Barnsley  

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our-council/research-data-and-statistics/our-borough-profile/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our-council/research-data-and-statistics/our-borough-profile/
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AS AT 31/03/21 
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Interactive Maps of the Borough  
 

 
 

These interactive maps give key information about both the Borough in general and more 
specifically about the Councilôs functions. The interactive maps that can be viewed from 

the link below include:  
 

 

 
The link to all  the above maps can be found here:  

 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/barnsley - maps/   

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/barnsley-maps/
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Who Are We?  

 
Barnsley Metropolitan 

Borough Council ,  created 
on  1 April 1974 , is the local  
authority of the Metropolitan 

Borough of Barnsley in 
South Yorkshire , England. 

It is a Metropolitan 
District C ouncil , one of 
four in South Yorkshire and 

one of 36 in the metropolitan 
counties of England and  

provides the majority of 
local government 
servic es  in Barnsley.  

Further information on the 
Councilôs Constitution  can 

be found on the Councilôs 
website and via the link 
below:  

 
Council's Constitution  

 

Local Councillors  (The 
Council)  

 
Local Councillors  are 
elected by the community to 
decide how the Council  

should carry out its various 
activities. They represent 

public interest  as well as 
individuals living within the 

ward in which he or she has 
been elected  to  serve a 
term of office.  

They have regular contact 
with the general public  

through council meetings, 
telephone calls or surgeries. 
Surgeries  provide an 

opportunity for any ward 
resident to go and talk to 

their Councillor  face to face 
and these take place o n a 
regular basis.  

A list of current Councillors  
can be found on the 

Councilôs website and via the 
link below :  

 
Councillors  

 

 
 

The Cabinet  
 
The  Cabinet  is composed of 

the Leader  and seven other 
Councillors , who are all 
members of the biggest 

political group  of the 
Council. It has overall 

responsibility for the 
services that the Council 

provides and works within 

the agreed  policies  and 
approved  budget  of the 

Council . 
 

Recommendations on major 
items of policy  and on the 

annual budget  and capital 
programme  are passed to  

the Council  for consideration 

and approval .  
 

Details of Council , Cabinet  
and other  committees , 
including decisions / reports  

can be found on the 
Councilôs website and via the 

link below :  
 
Committee Details  

 

Council Structure & 
Senior Management 

Team  

 
During 20 20 /2 1, the  Council 
was  structured into four 
main service directorates :  

Adults & Communities , 
Place ,  Childrenôs Services 

& Public Health  which are 
supported by a central suite 
of Core S ervices  including:  

 
> Business Improvement , 

HR & Communications ;  
> Governance & Business 
Support;  

> Financ ial Servic es;  
> Legal Services ; and  

>Customer, Information 
& Digital Services . 
 

The 20 20 /2 1 management 
structure can be found on 

the Councilôs website and via 
the link below :  
 

Management Structure  

 

 

Introducing Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council  

http://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ecCatDisplay.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13273
http://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
http://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our-council/our-management-team/
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Our Corporate Plan  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Councilôs Corporate Plan for 2017- 2020 (extended 

an additional year to 2021 due to the COVID - 19 

pandemic)  was concluded at the end of March 2021.  

 

Our vision for the plan was  ñWorking together for a 

brighter future -  a better  Barnsleyò 

 

A framework  of performance indicators  was  developed 

and aligned to  the  priorities in the Corporate Plan. T his 

allowed  us to monitor the delivery of  the  outcomes.  

 

Despite the challenges of doing more with less, and the 

specific challenge posed by the pandemic over the last 

year, we helped the economy to be thriving and vibrant, 

people to achieve their potentia l and our communities 

to be strong and resilient.  
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Key Performance  Ag a inst Core Outcomes   
 

Over the course of the last 4 years, we have seen great progress towards achieving those priorities, 
and the tables below  show the progress against each of the 12 outcomes over each financial year .  
 

Priority  Outcome  17/18  18/19  19/20  20/21  Narrative  

 

1.  Create 

more and better 

jobs and good 

business growth  

    We supported the creation 

of  986  new jobs  and  496  new 
businesse s and  supported 875  
businesses to  expand.  

2. Increase skills 

to get more 

people working  

    Due to the pandemic, 

fewer    apprenticeships  were taken 

up.  5.5% of  16 -18 -year  olds  are 
not in education, employment or 
training, higher than our target of 

4.2%   

3. Develop a 

vibrant town 

centre  

    The footfall in the town centre was 
significantly lower than target as a 

direct result of the COVID 19 
restrictions and temporary closure 
of businesses  

4. Strengthen our 

visitor economy  
    We welcomed over  one  million 

visitors to our attractions which 

contributed over £23Million to the 

local economy   

 5. create more 

and better 

housing  

    The number of new houses built 
during 20/21  (581)  was lower 

than  our  target  of 700. The 
construction industry was 
affected  by the 

pandemic.  However, we exceeded 
our target to create affordable 

homes   

 
Priority  Outcome  17/18  18/19  19/20  20/21  Nar r ative  

 

6. every child 

attend a good 

school and is 

successful in 

learning and work  

    98% of our early years and  child 

care  settings are judged good or 
outstanding.   

7. Reducing 

demand through 

improving access 

to early help  

    Almost 40% of  people 
complete  reablement episodes 

with no  long term  needs.    

8. Children and 

adults are safe 

form harm  

    93.6%  of children in care are in 
family placements.  488 

homelessness preventions were 

made    

9. People are 

Healthier , happier, 

independent and 

active  

    The latest data shows life 
expectancy and healthy life 
expectancy has decreased. 

Hospital  admissions  for alcohol 

specific conditions  is higher than 
Yorkshire and the Humber and the 
England average s   

 
 
 

 
 

 
Priority  Outcome  17/18  18/19  19/20  20/21  Na r rative  



STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2020/21  

13 

 

10. People 

volunteer ing  and 

contributing 

towards stronger 

communities  

    There have been difficulties 
attracting new volunteers due to the 
pandemic. Cashable value of 

volunteer hours has exceeded our 

target   

11. Protecting the 

brough  
    Fly tipping  clearance,  signal faults 

and pothole repairs were made to 
timescales    

12. Customers can 

contact us easily 

and use more 

services online  

    Almost  89% of customer feedback is 
responded to within timescales. 
Target achieved for take up of 

superfast broadband   

 

KEY  
 

 The majority of indicators in outcome achieved target  

 A m ix of indicators achieving/nearly  achieving /not achieving  

 The majority of indicators in outcome not achieved  
 

Individual quarterly performance reports for 2020/21 can be accessed via the links below:  
 

Quarter  Date Presented to 
Cabinet  

Cabinet Reference  Link to Cabinet 
Meeting  

1  9 th  September 2020  Cab.9.9.2020/12  Quarter 1 Cabinet  

2  2nd  December 2020  Cab.2.12.2020/7  Quarter 2 Cabinet  

3  10 th March 2021  Cab.10.3.2021/10  Quarter 3 Ca binet  

4  2nd  June 2021  Cab.2.6.2021/11  Quarter 4 Cabinet  

 

  

https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=6343&Ver=4
https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=6349&Ver=4
https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=6356&Ver=4
https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=6362&Ver=4
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Our Values  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

The above outcomes were delivered in line with the 

Councilôs core values -  the óway we do things around 

hereô. 
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Our New 2021 - 2024 Council Plan  

 

 
 
 

OUR 

CORPORATE 
PLAN  

2124 Council 

Plan.pdf
 

 

Our Key Strategies  

 

 
 

OUR KEY 

STRATEGIES  

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our -council/our -

strategies/key -strategies/  

 

  

Our Council Plan for 2021 to 2024 sets out what we 

aim to achieve over three years. Our plan gives us a 

clear direction to recover from the COVID - 19 pandemic 

and build our borough back better and more resillient . 

It focuses on how we collectively deliver o ur services 

across the Council to best support residents, 

communities, partners and business. It explains what 

we want to do, how  we plan to do it, and how we'll 

measure whether we're  on track to achieve it.  

To help us deliver the priorities in the  Council plan, we 

have a number of key strategies that set out the detail of 

the work we need to do.  

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our-council/our-strategies/key-strategies/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/our-council/our-strategies/key-strategies/
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Our New Vision  & Priorities  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Our Be Even Better Strategy will provide the focus for all 

our staff to work together as our ambition to be even 

better never stops. Now itôs time to look forward and 

move into a new phase of our organisationôs 

improvement journey where we strive to be even better. 

We have already set out  our new priorities based upon 

the engagement with our communities, residents, 

businesses and employees from the Barnsley 2030 

project and they are:  

Formatted:  Centered
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Our New Corporate Outcomes  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What The Council Spent in 2020/21 ï Day to Day (Revenue)  

 
General Fund Executive Overview:  

 
Towards the end of 2019/20 , the COVID -19 pandemic took hold across the world . During 2020/21 

the Council has incurred significant  costs  to support our communities to deal with the impact of the 
pandemic . 
 

During 2020/21 t he Council spent a net £1 95.9 M  (including proposed earmarkings into 2021/22) on 
providing services to the public. Compared with the budget for the year of £192.8M  (including use 

of reserves) and after adjusting for statutory balances, slippage and specific expenditure 
commitments requiring the earmarking of resources, the year -end  position was  an operational 
overspend of £3.1M .   

 

Across these new priorities, we have set out the 

outcomes that describe our intentions for the next 

three years, to ensure that we focus on Barnsley as a 

place of possibilities.  

Our 2020/21 Financial Performance  












































































































































































































































































