
1

DEARNE APPROACH STEERING GROUP

Notes of the Meeting held at the Salvation Army Hall Goldthorpe: 
13th May 2019

Members Present: Derek Bramham (Chair), Claire Dawson, Eric Steer, Jackie Kenning, 
Louise Jackson, Claire Beecroft, Pauline Philips, Alison Sykes, Paul Cummin, Chris Shaw, 
Lorna Lewis, Alan George, Cara Dixon, Claire Clarke, Julie Goddard, Tom, Toni Allen

Apologies: Sara Scholes, Dawn Caulton, Jenny Wort, Andy Denham Sarah Cartwright, May 
Noble, Carol Booth

Welcome and Introductions: - A round of introductions took place and 
new members were welcomed to the group. 

 Apologies: - As listed above

Action By

Notes of Meeting held 21st January 2019
Matters Arising – 

CD to chase DS last action regarding contacting Jayne Branham about 
the empty buildings on Barnsley Road – Horse and groom now as a 
sold sign on
CD to chase SC regarding her actions within the last minutes
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Discussion Items
Integrated Care – Claire Dawson

CD spoke about the work that has been happening in the Dearne area, 
working with health and social care providers. She spoke about the two 
priorities, emotional wellbeing and Young people. Also that the 
community champions had been recruited and trained in order to go out 
and engage with local residents. CD also spoke about the recently 
commissioned brief intervention training for staff and front line leaders. 
Once developed this will be cascaded for people to enrol on. CD asked 
for help filling out and promoting the survey to Dearne residents

(1) Priority- Housing

Housing Growth- Sara Scholes

Sara sent an update regarding the completion of the Beevor Street 
Development. Two of the properties were already occupied. 

Berneslai Home- Eric Steer/Ron Branham
Although the team had spent monies on the terraced properties on 
Beevor Street there has been limited interest. The teams turn around for 
empty properties has been coming in well below the set target. The 
team has recently let 10 in the Dearne area and has 20 voids. They 
have vacancies in Heather court and Willow croft. The set criteria is 
anyone over 40+ with medical needs. The team worked on the 
Marlborough Estate and received some great ideas from the tenants 
which they will put into a plan and arrange another open day. Once 
complete this will be shared.

Housing and Migration officer role- Area Council

Dani who previously held this post has now secured a permanent post. 
This post remains vacant but the team are currently out to recruit.

NOTE: The group had a discussion about bidding for houses and some 
group members felt that not everyone was able to use the system. TA 
stated that library staff can assist with this process if needed

(2) Priority- Jobs skills and training

Coalfields- Louise Jackson
Louise will be leaving the Dearne and going to do more work in Maltby. 
BMBC are delivering similar projects to what Coalfields are in the 
Dearne and there are so much other employability interventions in the 

 

CD to send out 
survey to all group 
members

All to promote the 
empty properties

ES to share plan 
and open day date 
once 

What’s on guide to 
be fetched back to 
the group once 
complete. 
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area, therefore they have taken the decision to use Louise’s skills in 
another area. That said if gaps do arise then a further discussion can be 
had with Coalfields. The what’s on guide is still under development and 
will be completed once AD returns to work.

Everyone thanked LJ for her contribution at the meeting

Dearne Electronic Community Village
Rory has secured 3 years funding from the Area Council so this is really 
good news for the service and people that he works with in the area.
  

(3) Priority- Health
Live Well Barnsley-Claire Beecroft
CB is now in post for a further year and informed the group that the Live 
Well site is going to be re-built so will keep the group up to date on 
progress. She is now based with the healthier community’s team and is 
still working to get people on the site. There are currently 1350 services 
on thee site and these will all be transferred on to thee new site which 
will be up and running in September. 

Active Dearne- Paul Cummin
They have now recruited their community champion who will be working 
20hours per week across Dearne North and South. She’s just 
completed her walk leader training so will be using these new skills to 
work with residents and groups in the area. The teams funding pots are 
now good to go and people can apply to them for various things. The 
team will be running a walk leader course in the Dearne, further details 
to follow. PC also explained the Beat the Street initiative and group 
members were keen to get involved and promote

      

Salvation Army-Jackie Kenning
Four volunteers from the army are now in employment and the team is 
very proud of them all. The local Aldi are now supporting their initiatives 
and the volunteers are picking up from them regularly. Dearne mums 
had one meeting but now it’s developed into a cook and eat class. They 
are gaining basic cooking skills and cooking on a budget. The families 
that attend those sessions will be given equipment to take home and 
use. Volunteers attended the ambassador course at Northern College 
and really enjoyed it; it was a great confidence builder for the group. 
They will also be doing a “safe and well” course run by SYFR. 

Healthwatch- Lorna Lewis
The service are doing things differently and working with hard to reach 

PC to send funding 
criteria to CD

CD to send beat the 
street registration 
round the group

LL to send 
awareness week 
dates around the 
group and link with 
the salvation army
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groups. There are many awareness weeks coming up and LL will put 
this list together and send round the group, JK offered assistance

Making Space-Julia Goddard
The service is currently located in the library but footfall is slow at the 
moment. Grants are available for carers for things that will help their 
wellbeing. They will be hosting an event in June (12th) as part of carers 
week. They are also doing therapies for carers in their own homes for 
up to 5 hours per week. The team has already linked in with the 
b:friending scheme. 

The group had a discussion about doing a joint project around general 
awareness and services available for older people

0-19 Service Claire Clarke
The service are involved in the integrated care pilot and are already 
placed within Astraea Academy, however there is not much take up. LL 
suggested that the team link in with Jade from healthwatch and CD 
suggested to link in with TADS

(4) Priority- Environment/Housing
Housing and Migration Officer Role
DS has now left her post for the Area Council and the team are currently 
out to recruit for a 12months post 

Education, Environment and volunteering- Twiggs
The team has just started their new contract and will be working in all 
four wards on a weekly rotating basis. The team can be contacted 
through their website for future work. 

Thurnscoe’ Park- Pauline Phillips
There has been a lot of ASB in the park of late. PP has reported this to 
the Police but would like CCTV fitting as well. The volunteers still meet 
every Wednesday but will also start and meet on Saturday mornings as 
well. 27th of July will be the picnic in the park event for families. 

(5) All priorities
Big Local Thurnscoe- Derek Branham
Thurnscoe’ goes wild is going ahead with large animals to be placed 
across the area. They have also just purchased some dipping pond kits 
that will be going to the family centers. The two houses have not yet 
sold and the group made a decision that if that is still the case by June 
they will look at another plan for the houses. ES advised DB to speak 
with Steve Davis regarding purchasing properties. The group is still 
meeting with regards the Plaza installation and is making progress with 
discussions. 

CD to share contact 
details with CC

CD to share contact 
details of SD with 
DB
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Big Local Goldthorpe, Bolton- Alan George
The group has funded security fencing around the allotment and is 
looking at getting them a small tractor to make the tasks easier; this can 
be lent out to other groups in the area. The Arts festival is coming up on 
the 28th of September and they are funding a dementia café at the Snap 
Tin every Tuesday 10-12pm.

Dearne Area Council- Claire Dawson
All commissions continue to do well, the b: friend social groups are 
going from strength to strength. The embankment is near completion 
and an open day will be arranged once all of the installations are in. The 
prom project has done really well this year with more hires than last 
year. The team are currently arranging their summer fun activities and 
will let the group know once all dates have been set. 

Libraries service- Toni Allen
The lightbox in town opens on the 13th of July, the building and facilities 
are amazing. There will be a full programme of events and activities. TA 
now doing an engagement role within the service and part of that is to 
increase the events and activities that are offered from the libraries. TA 
would welcome any partnership work or suggestions on these events. 

Landlord- Chris Shaw
He has a small group of people who are working with local groups from 
other areas in order to clear the litter. 

  
    
Dates for the diary
Music on the mansion (BODVAG) 20th July
Thurnscoe’ flower park event 27th July
Bounce into summer (GDG) 21st August
Arts festival 28th September 

Date of Next Meeting –  22nd July 2019, 3.30 pm

Date of Future Meetings have all been put in the calendar– To be 
held at 3.30pm  in the Salvation Army Hall


