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BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

This matter is NOT a Key Decision within the council’s definition and has NOT 
been included in the relevant Forward Plan. 

Report of the Executive Director of PLACE & 
Service Director – Culture & Housing 

Housing Investment Priorities (HIP) Feasibility Fund

1. Purpose of report

1.1 To approve the Housing Investment Priorities Feasibility Fund scheme which 
looks to undertake essential feasibility, design and survey works required to 
progress the new build delivery projects within the Housing Investment 
Priorities (HIP) Programme. 

2. Recommendations

It is recommended that:

 The Executive Director for Place approves the HIP Feasibility Fund 
scheme to enable essential feasibility / survey works to be completed for a 
number of HRA eligible new build housing schemes which are due to 
commence delivery during the 2019/20 financial year.

3. Introduction

3.1 Officers have been in consultation with representatives of the Section 151 
Officer to develop a prioritised, mixed tenure housing delivery programme 
which best meets the Council’s housing growth aspirations and make best use 
of identified HRA Reserves monies that have been set aside in principle by 
SMT / Members, which will be formally approved as part of the Council’s 
Reserves Strategy that will form part of the suite of budget papers submitted 
to Cabinet in February 2019.

3.2 In order to accelerate the delivery of housing within the programme, officers 
identified the need to allocate an element of funding to enable essential 
feasibility and due diligence works to be undertaken across specific sites 
across the Borough, in advance of individual new build schemes being pulled 
together and submitted for approval.

3.3 Without this level of detail, it is impossible for officers to provide the robust 
information that senior officers and Members will require in making a decision 
to approve individual projects.
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4. Feasibility Fund Allocation – Specific Schemes

4.1 Following the transfer of all new build activity (across tenure) into the Housing 
Growth Team from June 2018, officers established a Project Management 
Group to monitor the operational progress of schemes and to make 
recommendations for the prioritised feasibility / delivery of HIP projects into the 
Housing and Energy Board. These recommendations are then presented to 
the Capital Oversight Board which holistically prioritises the overall capital 
programme to align with the Council’s overall priorities.

4.2 Two individual schemes have been identified which are deemed to merit 
feasibility investigation. Consultations have taken place with the Housing and 
Energy Board to proceed with feasibility works at:

 St Michael’s, Monk Bretton - which is currently on the approved list of 
capital schemes as agreed in principle by SMT / Members as 
recommended by the Capital Oversight Board; and

 Kenworthy infill, Worsbrough – which is not on the approved list of capital 
schemes as agreed in principle by SMT / Members as recommended by 
the Capital Oversight Board. This infill development was identified post the 
completion of the HIP programme. It is a stalled infill site in the Council’s 
ownership. Previously, the scheme was considered for delivery by our RP 
partners but tender costs were prohibitive. Subject to further approval, the 
scheme will now be built out by BH Construction Services at a competitive 
price and as a training site for training and apprenticeships. It is envisaged 
that this project will be funded from section 106 monies and/or unallocated 
HRA reserves monies. 

4.3 It is anticipated that these feasibility works will inform the prioritisation process 
that the Capital Oversight Board follows in respect of such schemes, which 
are considered against the competing priorities across the Council as a whole. 

4.4 It should be noted that not all feasibility expenditure will be attributed to an 
approved scheme. Following feasibility works and due diligence, it might not 
be appropriate for officers to recommend such schemes for approval on a 
direct delivery basis. As such, there may be some small amounts of abortive 
costs attributed to schemes that do not deliver housing outputs. Given the 
experience of housing staff in delivering new build housing and the technical 
support provided from NPS Barnsley, any instances of abortive spend should 
be minimal. 

5. Proposal and justification

5.1 It is proposed that the scheme is approved to enable the Housing Growth 
Team to expedite the delivery of a number of pipeline projects during 2019/20 
and beyond. It is otherwise almost impossible to present new build schemes 
for approval without officers completing those essential feasibility and due 
diligence works.
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6. Financial implications

6.1 Consultations have taken place with representatives of the Service Director – 
Finance (S151 Officer).

6.2 The total expected cost of this proposal totals £0.200M, with the estimated 
split of £0.060M due in 2018/19 and the remaining £0.140M due in 2019/20.

6.3 The funding has been set aside in principle by SMT / Members and will be 
formally approved as part of the Council’s Reserves Strategy that will form 
part of the suite of budget papers submitted to Cabinet in February 2019. This 
scheme is specifically funded from the HRA Reserves balance which is 
restricted as part of the statutory ring-fence of the HRA. Therefore, it must be 
used on social housing matters. Officers will monitor this closely to ensure that 
the HRA ring-fence is adhered to.

7. Consultations

7.1 Consultation has been undertaken with BMBC Officers across Finance, 
Housing, Communities and People, Berneslai Homes and the Portfolio Holder 
for Place who are all supportive of the allocation. 

Sarah Cartwright 
Group Leader Housing Growth 


