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Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) 

Responsible Officer: Jane Brannan  
 

Introduction 

The PSPO provides local authorities with the necessary powers to introduce restrictions upon activity 
and behaviours deemed to be anti-social and occurring in “public spaces”.  It is designed to restrict and 
prohibit certain behaviours, within the designated area, where evidential tests are satisfied. Measures 
under the PSPO in Barnsley would include; 

 Introduction of a controlled alcohol zone. 

 Deterring the use of intoxicating substances. 

 Continuing to consume alcohol when required to stop doing so by any authorised officer. 

The implementation of the PSPO is to be applied to everyone within the designated area, however it is 
likely that it will have an increased negative impact on particular groups including; males, Disabled 
People, BME People, Homeless People, people on a low income, the working age population and 
potentially younger people as well.  

Whilst the PSPO is designed to prohibit certain activities it is also designed to enable people to feel that 
Barnsley is a safe and welcoming place for all. We know, anecdotally, that there are some sections of 
the community who currently don’t feel that this is the case (i.e. some older people, disabled people, 
women, LGBT people, BME people etc), which could have a negative impact on the individuals and the 
likelihood that they will choose to visit the town. The implementation of the PSPO could therefore 
potentially have a positive impact for some individuals. 

 

Important equality considerations; 

There is a requirement for a period of statutory consultation to be undertaken before a decision can be 
taken. It is important for the consultation to be both accessible and engaging with those likely to be 
affected by the order (positively and negatively). It must also consider the communication needs of 
those living within the designated area (i.e. larger BME population), and ensure that they have access to 
translation services as required. 

If the PSPO is implemented it will be important for authorised officers to consider the needs of the 
individual and their personal circumstances  in order to make an informed decision as to the appropriate 
action to take (i.e. recommendation for support, advice, fine, criminal justice approach etc). It will also 
be important for authorised officers to ensure that any action taken is proportionate to and balanced 
against any risks posed, either to the individual or the wider community. This includes the seriousness of 
the offence, past history, the consequences of non-compliance and the likely effectiveness of the 
various enforcement options.  It has outlined the need for a consistent yet flexible approach to the 
application of the PSPO, which must be tailored to the individual’s needs and circumstances. One of the 
concerns is that the PSPO could be used as a tool to unfairly target sections of the BME community (i.e. 
young BME men who congregate within the different parts of the designated area). It will be important to 
be able to evidence that the PSPO is therefore not used, or is not perceived to be being used in this way. 

It is envisioned that some or all of the following factors will have a greater impact on the above 
individuals; the risk of further deprivation, destitution or homelessness, risk of criminalising behaviour, 
risk to health (for those physically dependant on substances), risk to community cohesion, restricted 
access to services located within the area for the duration of the order  (i.e. pharmacies, GP, substance 
misuse treatment), if for example deemed unreasonable by the enforcing officer.  



The PSPO EIA has highlighted the need for; 

 Further community and stakeholder consultation to better understand the issues/barriers/concerns; 

 Further work within the community to better understand their concerns, worries and fears. This will 
enable us to address these whilst looking to foster better relationships within the community itself 
(promoting community cohesion).  

 Monitoring of equality information – to better understand the issues faced within the community, to 
enable us to ensure there is a fair and consistent approach to the application of the PSPO, to 
mitigate against any discrimination and to ensure that the reporting mechanisms and information on 
the PSPO is accessible to all. 

 Monitoring the impact that the policy is having on the community to reduce the likelihood of any 
disproportionately negative impacts on those with protected characteristics; including further 
community consultation as a way to gather this information. 

 Monitoring of ASB across the borough to ensure that the PSPO doesn’t displace the issue and create 
issues within other areas. 

 


